Sixteen Reasons We Need A Revelation Of Our Own Depravity:
Romans 1:18-3:20

1. Because we live in a time of advanced apostasy. Our world is rubbing off on us. Does this picture look familiar to you?  (1:18-32)  Do you see yourself anywhere in this downward spiral described in verses 21-32?  

2. Because we have not acted on what we know about God. Have you? (1:19-20)  

Creation (1:19-20)  (Psalm 8, 19)

Conscience  (2:15) 

Word (3:2)  

3. Because God is not the sole occupant on the throne of our lives. (1:23-25) Is He?
4. Because we have participated in moral impurity. (26-28) Are you free of moral impurity? Are you tolerating entertainment that makes light of God’s moral standard? Should we be surprised that there is an epidemic of immorality in the evangelical church? Sensuality had crept into our conversation, our entertainment…even our worship… like Baal.
5. Because we have pushed God out of our thoughts. (1:28)
(Q)  Charles Hodge on sin.   “Our guilt is great because our sins are exceedingly numerous. It is not merely outward acts of unkindness and dishonesty with which we are chargeable. Our habitual and characteristic state of mind is evil in the sight of God. “Our pride and indifference to His will and to the welfare of others and our loving the creature more than the Creator are continuous violations of His holy law. We have never been or done what that law requires us to be and to do. We have never had delight in that fixed purpose to do the will and promote the glory of God. We are always sinners; we are at all times and under all circumstances in opposition to God. “If we have never loved Him supremely, if we have never made it our purpose to do His will, if we have never made His glory the end of our actions, then our lives have been an unbroken series of transgressions. Our sins are not to be numbered by the conscious violations of duty; they are as numerous as the moments of our existence.”

6. Because we have confusion and moral cloudiness in our hearts. (21, 22, 28)  Is that true of you? Sin plays with your head.
This was how Susannah Wesley defined “sin” to her young son, John Wesley:  “If you would judge of the lawfulness or the unlawfulness of pleasure, then take this simple rule: Whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, and takes off the relish of spiritual things—that to you is sin.”

(Q)  Unknown.  Sin is a blasting presence, and every fine power shrinks and withers in its destructive heat. Every spiritual delicacy succumbs to its malignant touch...Sin impairs the sight, and works toward blindness. Sin benumbs the hearing and tends to make men deaf. Sin perverts the taste, causing men to confound the sweet with the bitter, and the bitter with the sweet. Sin hardens the touch, and eventually renders a man “past feeling.” All these are Scriptural analogies, and their common significance appears to be this—sin blocks and chokes the fine senses of the spirit; by sin we are desensitized, rendered imperceptive...

7. Because we have tolerated things that we know are wrong in our own lives rather than learning to despise them. (1:28-31). Is there sin in your life?  Are there things in your life that you know are wrong but you have learned to tolerate them rather than despise them? 

Sin will take you further than you want to go 


Keep you longer than you want to stay


Cost you more than you want to pay

8. Because we have given approval to things that are wrong not fearing the judgment of God. (1:32) Do you fear God and his judgment or give approval to things that are evil?  
Look at Chapter 2:

9. Because we have judged others harshly for sin, while excusing sin in our own lives. (2:1-3) We have been harder on others than we are on ourselves. Do you judge others harshly for sin, but tolerate your own versions of the same?  Are you harder on other people for their sin than you are on yourself?
10. Because we have assumed the goodness of God was an indication of his favor rather than an attempt to stimulate repentance.  (2:4)  When good things happen to you do you assume that it is a sign of God’s favor? Are you sure that the goodness you are experiencing is the favor of God?  Is it possible things are going well for you because God is trying to bring you to repentance?
11. Because we have not given careful consideration to the fact that we will all stand before the judgment of God one day. We have treasured up wrath for that day. (2:5-16) Are you ready to face God or are you “treasuring up wrath” against yourself in the day of judgment? Are you ready to stand before the judgment of God?
12. Because we have practiced religious hypocrisy. (2:17-24)  Is there a trace of religious hypocrisy in you?  That is what lost people hate most in us.  (24)  They are quick to recognize it.

Look at Chapter 3:

13. Because we have presented ourselves to God as righteous because of things we have done. (3:1-5)  Your unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God.

14. Because we have twisted God’s grace into a license to do what we want. (3:6-8) “turning the grace of God into laciviousness…license…” Jude 4
15. Because we have not personally felt the weight of our guilt or seen it the way God does. (3:9-18)  The wrath of God is being constantly revealed from heaven: (1:18)

by natural consequences of sin


by direct intervention… the worst example of that was CALVARY

Eternal wrath… hell and separation from God


Eschatological wrath


Cataclysmic wrath… severe mercy



Consequential wrath… aids, etc.

Wrath of abandonment:

Psa 81:11-12  "But My people would not heed My voice, And Israel would have none of Me.  (12)  So I gave them over to their own stubborn heart, To walk in their own counsels.

Pro 1:23-31  Turn at my rebuke; Surely I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to you.  (24)  Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no one regarded,  (25)  Because you disdained all my counsel, And would have none of my rebuke,  (26)  I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes,  (27)  When your terror comes like a storm, And your destruction comes like a whirlwind, When distress and anguish come upon you.  (28)  "Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but they will not find me.  (29)  Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of the LORD,  (30)  They would have none of my counsel And despised my every rebuke.  (31)  Therefore they shall eat the fruit of their own way, And be filled to the full with their own fancies.
Hos 4:17  "Ephraim is joined to idols, Let him alone.

God’s wrath is a settled, determined, appropriate response of a holy, righteous God against sin.

Rom 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,
Rom 2:5  But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,

Rom 5:9  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.
Rom 3:5  But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? (I speak as a man.)
Luke 3:7 ‘Then he said to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?”’ 

John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 

Eph 2:3 “among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.”

Eph 5:6 “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”

Revelation 6:16-17  and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! “For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”

1 Thes 1:10 “and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.” 

1 Thes 5:9 “For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

16. Because we have not been silenced by the law. (Ro. 3:19-20)  Have you reached a point of silence before the law?  

Applications: 

· The first step into the heart of God’s plan for your life is to have a revelation of your own depravity.

· If God’s wrath is upon sinners…  sin is horrifyingly terminal. Sin is deadly.
· And the world is full of sinners… sin is universal… it is THE problem!
· We should examine ourselves and see if we are in the faith. 

· We should learn to abhor evil.  Does sin have a comfortable place in our soul?  Are we excusing sin?  Harboring a deadly fugitive in our hearts who will turn on us and destroy us.  

· We should have a holy seriousness about the work of God
· We should teach the law before we give the gospel, even to our children

· We should warn sinners and pray for sinners
